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AUSTRALIA CALLS FOR NEW RULES: Prime Minister Morrison this week called for new global trade rules 
saying the current rules were no longer fit for purpose. Speaking in Chicago, he said rules were not keeping 
pace with technological change. Some rules were designed for a different economy in a different era. 
 
US & JAPAN SIGN TRADE DEAL: In a deal which broadly aligns US access with that of TPP-11 economies, 
President Trump described a new agreement with Japan as a victory for US farmers. Japanese tariffs would 
be eliminated or significantly reduced on farm goods such as beef, pork, wheat, cheese, corn and wine. 
 
INDONESIA LOOKS TO SLOW FABRIC IMPORTS: Indonesia has commenced three safeguard investigations 
covering fabrics, yarn and curtains. The WTO allows temporary restrictions on imports if rising imports 
cause serious damage to domestic industry. China is a major source of imported fabrics and yarn. 
 
TRUMP LASHES CHINA: President Trump told the UN this week China should not be able to declare itself 
a “developing country” in order to game global trade rules. He accused China of declining to adopt 
promised reforms. High-level trade talks between the US and China are expected to resume mid-October. 
 
AUSTRALIA CALLS FOR FACT FOCUS: Trade Minister Birmingham this week described a yet-to-be-ratified 
trade agreement with Indonesia as critical to Australia’s economic outlook. People expressing concerns 
about labour market issues should ensure they focussed on facts in relation to the agreement. 
 
MALAYSIA EXTENDS THAI DUMPING DUTIES: Malaysia has announced a five-year extension of anti-
dumping duties of up to 31% levied on reinforced cement sheets imported from Thailand. This follows an 
administrative review of the anti-dumping duties first introduced five years ago. 
 
AUSTRALIA STEPS UP SEMINARS: The Department of Agriculture is holding seminars in regional centres 
to explain an EU bid to restrict the use of regional food names. It follows city seminars held by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade. The EU wants to protect some 400 regional spirit and food names. 
 
THAILAND PREPARES FOR EU FTA TALKS: Thailand is preparing to resume its FTA negotiations with the 
European Union with a series of public hearings in October and November. Negotiations were suspended 
in 2014 following a military coup. An election earlier this year paved the way for talks to resume. 
 
NZ SEEKS GREEN TRADE DEAL: New Zealand has teamed up with Norway, Iceland, Costa Rica and Fiji in 
pursuit of an agreement covering trade, climate change and sustainability. It is seeking a deal to remove 
tariffs on environmental goods, eliminate fossil fuel subsidies and to develop eco-labelling guidelines. 
 
INDONESIAN NEGOTIATORS HEAD TO BRUSSELS: Indonesian trade negotiators are heading for Brussels 
for a 9th round next week of FTA negotiations with the European Union. The negotiations began in 
September 2016. A contentious issue is the regulatory treatment of palm oil. 
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